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ENERGY

More than 2,300 photovoltaic
panels cover 100 percent of
available roof space on the
Institute’s main buildings,
providing almost half a megawatt
of power on the sunniest days—
the energy equivalent of powering
nearly 400 homes.

The Institute’s four electric-
vehicle charging stations are
kept busy by the several dozen
of electric cars owned by Salk
faculty and staff.

WATER

A mix of California native plants
and other drought-tolerant
vegetation reduces the amount

of water needed for landscaping.
Additionally, tree trimmings are
recycled and used as chippings and
compost around the grounds to help
retain precious moisture in the soil.

A 250-thousand gallon underground
cistern collects rainwater to
replenish the “River of Life” and
the fountain at its west end.

Inside the buildings, water-
conserving faucets are standard.

SUSTAINABLE
RESTORATION

Since 2003, the Institute has
incorporated sustainable design
strategies for renovation and
construction projects. The
Institute’s iconic teak window-
walls, which needed attention
after 50 years of exposure to the
elements, were painstakingly
restored in 2017 in collaboration
with the Getty Conservation
Institute, preserving 75 percent of
the original hard-to-source wood.
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Salk and Kahn'’s collaborative genius resulted in a building that isn’t
just an architectural masterpiece drawing admirers from across the
globe, but it is also the very embodiment of sustainable principles.
Environmentally the Institute was, and continues to be, ahead of its
time by using sustainable practices that cut its carbon footprint.

Kahn chose materials for the Institute that he thought would endure—
concrete, steel and teak. But equally important to the Institute’s
durability is what Salk called “an investment in flexibility.” This
flexibility has enabled the Institute to adapt to the ever-changing needs
of science and technology, while conserving natural resources.

www.salk.edu/buildings-of-wonder

’ © WATCH



https://www.salk.edu/about/buildings-of-wonder/



